Hello,

My name is Ben du Feu, I am currently in my final year of study at The University of Plymouth where I hope to obtain a BSC(hons) degree in Nautical Studies and an officer of the watch unlimited certificate.  I am sponsored by the Ship Safe Training Group and have spent 12 months sea time on board cruise ships and container ships.  
For my final year of study at The University of Plymouth, I am studying the use of celestial navigation in the modern day shipping industry.  I would very much appreciate it if you could spare the time to complete the questionnaire and return it to me via email before the 8th January 2008.
To complete the questionnaire please tick the grey check boxes where applicable and type in the grey text regions (the grey text regions expand as you type).  After this the file can be saved and attached to an email sent to myself on the following email address, benjamin.dufeu@students.plymouth.ac.uk
This questionnaire is completely anonymous.  The data will not be linked in any way to the email address it is sent from.  The email will be deleted immediately after saving the attached document.
Thanks in advance, 

Ben du Feu.

Please note, If you are interested in viewing the results of my study they will be available on the following URL as of April:

www.localdial.com/users/dufeus 

Questionnaire
1. Age

	18-25
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	26-35
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	36-45
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	46-55
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	56+
	 FORMCHECKBOX 



2. What is your current qualification?

	Master
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Chief Mate
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Second Officer
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Third Officer
	 FORMCHECKBOX 



Cadet                    FORMCHECKBOX 

3.  For how many years have you been at sea as a navigational officer e.g. fourth officer to Master? 
	     


4. In the past 10 years has GPS ever failed when out of position fixing distance of land (either radar or visual)?
	Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	No
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	If Yes how many times?
	

	If Yes how long was GPS unusable for and for what reason?
	     


5. In the event of total GPS failure on an ocean passage what alternative systems do you have available to fix your position ?
	Sextant
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Other system 1
	     

	Other system 2
	     

	Other system 3
	     


6. Do you believe celestial navigation is a suitable primary position fixing method in modern day shipping for ocean passages?

	Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	To some extent
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	No
	 FORMCHECKBOX 



7. What do you see as the main problems with celestial navigation (if any)?

	Problem 1
	     

	Problem 2
	     

	Problem 3
	     


None            FORMCHECKBOX 

8. How regularly when at sea on ocean passages do you practice celestial navigation?

	Daily
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Weekly
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Monthly
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Yearly
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Never
	 FORMCHECKBOX 



9.  Do you believe you practice celestial navigation on a regular enough basis?
	Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	No
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	If  No for why do you not practice celestial navigation regularly
	     


10. Currently could you fix your vessels position to an acceptable accuracy using celestial navigation?
	Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	To Some extent
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Require text books for assistance.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	No
	 FORMCHECKBOX 



11. During the past 10 years when on ocean passages how many times were you forced to use celestial navigation to fix the position, due to failure of other systems? 

	     


12. Currently at what level of competency do you believe celestial navigation should be examined as part of STCW?
	All Levels (as current)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Chief Mates license
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Masters license
	 FORMCHECKBOX 



None                                FORMCHECKBOX 

13. Do you believe that with the advancement of GNSS (when there are other accurate worldwide positioning systems available) celestial navigation should still be a requirement of STCW?
	Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	No
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Reason
	     


Any other comments you believe may be valuable to my study

	Comments
	     


Thanks you for your time.  Please save this file and send it to: benjamin.dufeu@students.plymouth.ac.uk
